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McGuigan Simeon appoints new Managing Director 

 

Sydney, February 9 - McGuigan Simeon Wines Ltd has appointed Dane Hudson as 
Managing Director effective March 1. 

Mr Hudson will also join the Board of McGuigan Simeon Wines. 

An Australian, Dane Hudson, was Senior Vice President and International Chief 
Finance, Development and Procurement Officer for the world's largest restaurant 
company, Yum Brands Inc. Originally a division of PepsiCo, the company now ranks 
249th on the Fortune 500 list. Its primary brands include KFC, Pizza Hut and Taco Bell. 
The International Division, based in Dallas, Texas, has revenue in excess of USD$3 
billion from its over 13,000 outlets in more than 100 countries outside of the USA. 

Mr Hudson replaces McGuigan founder Brian McGuigan who remains on the board 
and will continue to be involved in a number of ongoing projects.  

McGuigan chairman David Clarke said that Dane’s successful track record in fast 
moving consumer goods internationally, together with his broad management 
experience, made him the ideal candidate to succeed Brian. 

“Brian has created Australia’s second largest listed wine company from scratch over 
the past 14 years. McGuigan now has sales of $380 million a year and markets in more 
than 20 countries.  

“Dane’s background and experience is what is needed to help take McGuigan Simeon 
to the next stage of its growth. 

Brian McGuigan said that he had met with all the candidates. “Dane stood out as the 
person with the right combination of skills and personality for the job,” he said. 

“I look forward to working with Dane during the hand over period and to assisting him in 
anyway possible.” 
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After six years out of Australia Dane Hudson said he is enjoying being home since he 
returned to Sydney in late December. 
 
“It was a difficult decision to leave the company and the people I had worked with for 
12 years initially at PepsiCo and then when it was spun off as Yum Brands. However, 
my children are now at the age where I wanted them to complete their education and 
be brought up in Australia. 
 
“While the Australian wine industry is going through very challenging times I believe its 
success, particularly in international markets, means the right brands have a great 
future. McGuigan certainly has the right brands and I look forward to developing them 
and the company further. 
 
Mr Hudson and the company have entered into an employment agreement. Full 
disclosure of this agreement will be made as soon as all details have been finalised. 
 
For further information:  David Clarke, Ph 02 8232 3413 

Chairman 
 
            
BACKGROUND  
 
Dane Bruce Hudson, Managing Director, McGuigan Simeon Wines Ltd 
 
Dane Hudson joins McGuigan Simeon Wines Ltd from Yum Brands Inc in Dallas Texas 
where he was Senior Vice President and International Chief Finance, Development and 
Procurement Officer for the business outside of the US. 
 
An Australian, he was educated at the University of Sydney, where he received an 
honours degree in Chemical Engineering, and at the Columbia Business School in New 
York, where he was awarded an MBA with majors in Finance and Management of 
Organisations. 
 
He is 44 years of age and married with three children. 
 
Dane Hudson began his business career in Australia with Visy Board Pty Ltd (1984-
1986) and was an executive trainee before quickly becoming general manager of the 
Australian Fibre Partition Company subsidiary. 
 
He joined consultants Booz Allen and Hamilton in 1988 and rose from Associate 
Consultant to Principal Consultant, working in Australia, New Zealand and the US, 
before leaving the firm in 1994 to join the PepsiCo group in its Restaurant division 
(Pizza Hut and KFC). 
 
In October 1997, PepsiCo spun off its restaurant division, where Dane Hudson 
remained as the Chief Financial Officer South Pacific and General Manager Taco Bell 
Australia. In 2000, he moved to Johannesburg as Managing Director, YUM 
Restaurants Southern Africa, a business with over 350 KFCs spanning 7 countries. 
 
In 2002, he moved to Dallas Texas to become Senior Vice President and International 
Chief Finance and Procurement Officer.  In 2004, he was given responsibility for 
International Development.  While in the US, he also retained regional management 
responsibility for the Southern Africa business. 
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